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   (P) Denotes “College Preparatory”, meeting an “a-g” requirement. 

(HP) Denotes “Honors College Preparatory”, meeting an “a-g” requirement. 

(AP) Denotes “Advanced Placement” college level course, meeting an “a-g” requirement. 

 

Some courses are listed twice in the Course Catalog since they may meet more than one 

“a-g” requirement and/or be part of a CTE Industry Sector 
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I. “a-g” Minimum Requirements 

 

Courses that meet the University of California (UC) and California State University 

(CSU) systems requirements with grade “C-” or better.  

 

a. History – 2 years required 

World History (P), United States History (P), AP World History*, AP United States History*, 

Civics (P, HP – one semester only), AP Government* (one semester only) 

 

      b.  English – 4 years required 

English I (P, HP), English II (P, HP), English III (P), AP English Language and Composition*,  

English IV (P), AP English Literature* 

 

      c.  Mathematics – 3 years required, 4 years recommended 

Algebra I♦ (P), Geometry ♦(P), Algebra II♦ (P),  Honors Geometry/Honors Algebra II (P), 

Applications of Advanced Mathematics (P),Pre-Calculus (formerly Math IV) (P),  

AP Statistics*, AP Calculus AB* 

 

      d.  Laboratory Science – 2 years required, 3 years recommended  

            (one biological; one physical required) 

Biological courses:  Lab Biology (P), Sustainable Agriculture Biology (P), Advanced 

Biology (P), Sustainable Agriculture (P), AP Biology* 

Physical courses:   Chemistry (P), Agriculture Soil & Chemistry (P), AP Chemistry*, 

Physics (P), AP Physics B* 

AP Environmental Science and Advanced Agriscience (pending a-g approval)* may 

count for 1 year of a Biological Science OR 1 year of a Physical Science. 

 

      e.  World Language – 2 years required, 3 years recommended (same language required)  

French I♦ (P), II (P), III (P) IV (P), Spanish I♦ (P), II (P), III(P), IV (P), AP Spanish 

Language*, AP Spanish Literature* 

 

      f.   Visual and Performing Arts – 1 year required (same subject area) 

Art♦ (P), Art II (P), 3-D Design (P)♦, Drama I♦ (P), Advanced Drama (P), Concert Choir♦ 
(P),Concert Band♦ (P), Oral Interpretation♦ (P); Photography I♦ (P), Photography II (P), Video 

Arts I♦ (P), Advanced Video Productions (P), Beginning Dance♦ (P), Advanced Dance (P),  Art 

& History of Floral Design♦ (P)  

 

      g.  College Preparatory Elective – 1 year required 

(Courses chosen from additional "a-f" courses beyond those used to satisfy the requirements 

above, or courses listed below that have been approved solely for use as "g" electives.) 

Agriculture Earth Science (P), Earth Science (P), Plant System Management (P),  Viticulture & 

Environmental Science (P), Agriculture Business & Marketing (P), AP Computer Science A*,  

Forensics (P), AVID 9, 10, 11 & Senior Seminar (P), Economics (HP – one semester only),  
Principles of Engineering (P), Engineering Design & Development (P), Introduction to 

Engineering (P), Foods(P), Culinary Arts (P), Yearbook (P)  

 

* Denotes courses that have been approved for extra honors credit:  a=5, b=4, c=3 

♦ Denotes courses that cannot be used to fulfill the “g” elective requirement. 

Additional courses may be added during the school year.  

Courses taken before their “a-g” approval will not be counted.  

 If you have questions, please see your counselor 
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II.  SOCIAL SCIENCES (A) 

 

World Geography & Cultures  

Course covers the concepts and methods of geography by examining humankind's influence on the              

environment and the environment's impact on humankind. Topics include patterns and processes of             

world climates, culture, population, urbanization, economic activities, and resources. The class will            

also offer a geographical perspective on contemporary world problems. Students will investigate            

economic, demographic, social, political, cultural, and environmental issues, with emphasis on           

interrelationships, patterns, processes and potential solutions.  

 

Grade Length Credits UC/CSU a-g Preparation Addl. Criteria Grade Point 

9 1 Semester 5 No None Freshman 

Requirement 

4.0 Scale 

 

World History (P) 

Course offers an in-depth study of selected world civilizations and their history, geography and              

culture, chosen from the global perspective. Western and non-Western cultures will be compared in              

the context of philosophies, ethical systems, law, languages, literature, religions, and the arts.             

Outcome: knowledge of the events that have impacted cultural development and the contributions of              

various cultures to the modern world. 
 

Grade Length Credits UC/CSU a-g Preparation Addl. Criteria Grade Point 

10 1 Year 10 “a” None    None 4.0 Scale 

 

AP World History (AP) 

Equivalent to an introductory college-level class, this challenging course offers a detailed and             

in-depth study of the evolution of global processes and contacts in different societies. The cultural               

and historical diversity of civilizations from 8000 BC to the present will be explored through reading                

and organizing data sources based on themes, writing analytical and document-based essays, and             

utilizing primary and secondary sources. Students will learn to use evidence to develop arguments              

and how to identify point of view, context, and bias within historical documents. Designed for               

accomplished and motivated students, this course requires a signed contract, summer work and             

taking the AP test in May; a score of 3 or better will qualify for credit at many colleges and                    

universities. 
 

Grade Length Credits UC/CSU 

a-g 

Preparation Addl. Criteria Grade Point 

10 1 Year 10 “a” 85% in English previous year 

Contract & completion of summer 

work 

AP Test 

Recommended 

5.0 Scale 

 

United States History (P) 

Course offers a chronological narrative treatment of American history, tracing the political,            

economic, cultural, and social heritage of America from pre-colonial times to the present, with              

emphasis on key themes such as the growth of national unity, the diversity of the population, and                 

the development of democratic institutions.  
 

Grade Length Credits UC/CSU a-g Preparation Addl. Criteria Grade Point 

11 1 Year 10 “a” World History   None 4.0 Scale 
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AP United States History (AP) 

Equivalent to an introductory college-level class, this challenging course offers in-depth examination            

of the diverse, unique history of the U.S., 1500 to the present, through a variety of themes such as                   

Identity & Race, Exchange & Technology, Politics & Power. Students will develop an understanding              

of our history and role in a global context by reading and organizing data sources, writing analytical                 

and document-based essays, and utilizing primary and secondary sources. Students will learn to use              

evidence to develop plausible arguments and how to identify point of view, context, and bias within                

historical documents. Designed for accomplished and highly-motivated students, this course          

requires a signed contract, summer work and taking the AP test in May. 

 

Grade Length Credits UC/CSU 

a-g 

Preparation Addl. Criteria Grade Point 

11 1 Year 10 “a” 85% in History previous year 

Contract & completion of summer work 

AP Test 

Recommended 

5.0 Scale 

 

AP Government 

The AP course in United States Government and Politics will give students an analytical perspective               

on government and politics in the United States. This course includes both the study of general               

concepts used to interpret U.S. government and politics and the analysis of specific examples/case              

studies. It also requires familiarity with the various institutions, groups, beliefs, and ideas that              

constitute to U .S. Government and Politics.  
 

Grade Length Credits UC/CSU a-g Preparation Addl. Criteria Grade Point 

12 1 Semester 10 “a” 1 

Semester 

Completion of summer 

assignment. 

AP Test 

Recommended 

5.0 Scale 

 

Civics (P) 

Course prepares students to assume their responsibilities as citizens through the study of the major               

concepts and perspectives of political science. Students will gain an understanding of their civic              

duties and rights, the legal system, and ethical considerations of American society. Throughout the              

course, students will learn several ways to solve problems, make decisions, and participate as              

effective citizens in the United States. 

 

Grade Length Credits UC/CSU a-g Preparation Addl. Criteria Grade Point 

12 1 Semester 5 “a” None   None 4.0 Scale 

 

Civics (HP) 

Course examines the history of Western political philosophy and evaluates the American political             

system in view of changing technological/economic/demographic conditions and in the context of            

modern ethical and moral dimensions. Designed for students who have demonstrated outstanding            

academic ability, including strong written and verbal expression and high-level critical-thinking skills.  

 

Grade Length Credit

s 

UC/CSU a-g Preparation Addl. 

Criteria 

Grade Point 

12 1 Semester 5 “a” US History with grade of 

85% in History P or 82% in HP or AP 

Contract & completion of summer work 

None 4.0 Scale 

 

Economics  

Course covers traditional economics, from the history of Western economic thought to the             

development of the American free-enterprise market system. Students evaluate the American           

economic system in light of changing technological and demographic conditions and in the context of               

other contemporary economies. 

 

Grade Length Credits UC/CSU a-g Preparation Addl. Criteria Grade Point 

12 1 Semester 5 No None None 4.0 Scale 

5 
 



 

 

Economics (HP) 

Course examines traditional economics, tracing the history of Western economic thought to the             

development of the American free-enterprise market system. Students evaluate the American           

economic system in light of changing technological and demographic conditions and in the context of               

other contemporary economies. This course is designed for students who have demonstrated            

outstanding academic ability, including strong written and verbal expression and critical-thinking           

skills.  

 

Grade Length Credits UC/CSU a-g Preparation Addl. Criteria Grade Point 

12 1 Semester 5 “g” 

  1 Semester 

Completion of summer 

assignment 

 None 4.0 Scale 

 

 

III. ENGLISH (B) 

 

English I (P) 

Comprehensive literature-based language arts course designed to improve reading, writing,          

speaking, listening, studying and critical thinking skills. 

 

Grade Length Credits UC/CSU a-g Preparation Addl. Criteria Grade Point 

9 1 Year 10 “b” None None 4.0 Scale 

 

English I (HP) 

Comprehensive literature-based language arts course for the advanced student designed to improve            

reading, writing, speaking, listening, studying and critical thinking skills. 

 

Grade Length Credits UC/CSU a-g Preparation Addl. Criteria Grade Point 

9 1 Year 10 “b” Completion of 

summer assignment 

Writing 

Sample 

4.0 Scale 

 

English 2 (P) 

Comprehensive literature-based language arts course designed to build on and improve reading,            

writing, speaking, listening, studying and critical thinking skills. 

 

Grade Length Credits UC/CSU a-g Preparation Addl. Criteria Grade Point 

10 1 Year 10 “b” English I None 4.0 Scale 

 

English 2 (HP) 

Comprehensive literature-based language arts course for the advanced student designed to build on             

and improve reading, writing, speaking, listening, studying and critical thinking skills. 
 

Grade Length Credits UC/CSU a-g Preparation Addl. Criteria Grade Point 

10 1 Year 10 “b” Eng. I (P) or (HP) &  

completion of summer assignment 

None 4.0 Scale 

 

English 3 (P) 

Comprehensive literature-based language arts course designed to further improve and expand           

reading, writing, speaking, listening, studying and critical thinking skills. 

 

Grade Length Credits UC/CSU a-g Preparation Addl. Criteria Grade Point 

11 1 Year 10 “b” Eng. 2 (P) or (HP) None 4.0 Scale 
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English 3 (HP) 

Comprehensive literature-based language arts course for the superior student designed to continue            

to improve and expand reading, writing, speaking, listening, studying and critical thinking skills. 

 

Grade Length Credits UC/CSU a-g Preparation Addl. Criteria Grade Point 

11 1 Year 10 “b” Eng. 2 (P) or (HP) &  

completion of summer assignment 

None 4.0 Scale 

 

AP English Language and Composition  (AP) 

Focus on effective writing, style analysis, and critical reading equivalent to and in preparation for               

college-level courses, and for successful completion of the English/Language and Composition           

Advanced Placement test, using prose from a variety of periods. 

 

Grade Length Credits UC/CSU a-g Preparation Addl. Criteria Grade Point 

11 1 Year 10 “b” Eng. 2 (P) or (HP) &  

completion of summer 

assignment 

AP Test 

Recommended 

5.0 Scale 

 

English 4 (P) 

Comprehensive literature-based language arts course designed to further improve reading, writing,           

speaking, listening, studying and critical thinking skills. 

 

Grade Length Credits UC/CSU a-g Preparation Addl. 

Criteria 

Grade Point 

12 1 Year 10 “b” Eng. 3 (P) or (HP) None 4.0 Scale 

 

English 4 (HP) 

Comprehensive literature-based language arts course for the advanced student designed to           

further improve reading, writing, speaking, listening, studying and critical thinking skills. 

 

Grade Length Credits UC/CSU 

a-g 

Preparation Addl. 

Criteria 

Grade Point 

12 1 Year 10 “b” Eng. 3 (P), (HP) or (AP) &  

completion of summer assignment 

None 4.0 Scale 

 

AP English Literature and Composition (AP)  

Course experiences similar to a college freshman English class, includes reading, analyzing and             

discussing various literary works while further developing critical analytical writing skills, as well as              

preparation for successful completion of the AP English Literature and Composition test.  

 

Grade Length Credits UC/CSU a-g Preparation Addl. Criteria Grade Point 

12 1 Year 10 “b” Eng. 3 (P), (HP) or (AP) &  

completion of summer 

assignment 

AP Test 

Recommended 

5.0 Scale 

 

Forensics / Oral Interpretation (P) 

Development of research, composition and presentation skills, employment of logic, analysis and            

evaluation; preparation for weekend tournament competitions in Debate and Individual Speaking           

events, as well as for the California Mock Trial program; serve as coaches/hosts for the SVUSD Oral                 

Language Faire. 

 

Grade Length Credits UC/CSU a-g Preparation Addl. Criteria Grade Point 

9-12 1 Year 10 Forensics, “g” 

Oral Interpretation, “f” 

English None 4.0 Scale 
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Newspaper 

Newspaper students will be involved with producing the school newspaper, The Dragon’s Tale.             

Students will learn about journalism writing styles and editing techniques and will also study              

photojournalism, computer design and layout, advertising, and journalism ethics. This is a            

fast-moving, extended commitment class that often continues beyond the regular school day. 

 

Grade Length Credits UC/CSU 

a-g 

Preparation Addl. Criteria Grade Point 

10-12 1 Year 10 No English 1, 2 or 3 

or Photography I 

None 4.0 Scale 

 

 

IV. ENGLISH LANGUAGE DEVELOPMENT (ELD) 

 

ELD  

Designed for the non or limited English proficient student, levels 1 - 3, this class explores the very                  

basic fundamentals of the English language so that students can develop the necessary survival              

skills such as: school culture, basic grammar, pronunciation, conversation in everyday situations,            

development of basic vocabulary for functional reading. All four language skills will be incorporated              

in the instruction (reading, writing, listening and speaking.) Poems, art, fables, tables, songs,             

newspapers, maps, graphs and charts will be read, discussed and analyzed. 

 

Grade Length Credits UC/CSU a-g Preparation Addl. Criteria Grade Point 

9-12 1 Year 10 No* None None 4.0 Scale 

 

Academic Language Development  

Academic Language Development (ALD) is a year-long course designed to accelerate academic            

language development for English Language Learners who are concurrently enrolled in their first             

year of sheltered high school English.  The emphasis is on building academic language in listening,               

speaking, reading and writing English for enhanced success with content literacy.  

 

Grade Length Credits UC/CSU a-g Preparation Addl. Criteria Grade Point 

9-12 1 Year 10 No*        None None 4.0 Scale 

 

* Please note: One year of ELD with a grade of a “C” or better fulfills one year of UC/CSU “b”                     

English requirement.  The other three years required need to be in an a-g English class.  

 

 

V. MATHEMATICS (C) 

 

Algebra I (P) 

Students learn to reason symbolically, and the complexity and types of equations and problems they               

are able to solve increases dramatically as a result. Key content involves understanding, writing,              

solving and graphing linear and quadratic equations, including systems of two linear equations in two               

unknowns. Quadratic equations may be solved by factoring, completing the square, graphing or by              

applying the quadratic formula.  A scientific calculator with fraction key is required. 

 

Grade Length Credits UC/CSU 

a-g 

Preparation Addl. Criteria Grade Point 

9-12 1 Year 10 “c”  8th Gr. Math, C or better None 4.0 Scale 
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Bridge to Geometry 

Course emphasizes several key ideas in an integrated algebra/geometry context: 

● Algebra: review of all topics; writing and solving equations 

● Ratios: similarity, right triangle trigonometry, probability 

● Properties of plane figures: area, perimeter, polygons, angles 

● Problem solving: diagrams, tables/lists, patterns, sub problems 

● Spatial visualization 

● Conjecture, explanation, and convincing argumentation: proof. 

A scientific calculator with fraction key is required. 

 

Grade Length Credits UC/CSU a-g Preparation Addl. Criteria Grade Point 

9-12 1 Year 10 No  Algebra I None 4.0 Scale 

 

Geometry (P) 

Course emphasizes several key ideas in an integrated algebra/geometry context: 

● Algebra: review of all topics; writing and solving equations 

● Ratios: similarity, right triangle trigonometry, probability 

● Properties of plane figures: area, perimeter, polygons, angles 

● Problem solving: diagrams, tables/lists, patterns, sub problems 

● Spatial visualization 

● Conjecture, explanation, and convincing argumentation: proof. 

A scientific calculator with fraction key is required. 

 

Grade Length Credits UC/CSU a-g Preparation Addl. Criteria Grade Point 

9-12 1 Year 10 “c”  Alg. I, C or better None 4.0 Scale 

 

Algebra II (P) 

College prep level course develops abilities to: 

● Visualize, express, interpret, and graph the following functions and their inverses in various 

positions in two dimensions: linear, exponential, absolute value, logarithmic. 

● Set up and solve most equations in one and two variables and linear systems of equations in 

three or more variables. 

● Build facility with manipulating algebraic expressions to put in a more useful form. 

● Extend the use of trigonometry to the laws of sines and cosines and connect right triangle 

definitions with the trigonometric functions. 

● Use elementary probability and statistics to solve problems.  

A scientific calculator is required. TI-83 calculator is provided. 

 

Grade Length Credits UC/CSU a-g Preparation Addl. Criteria Grade Point 

9-12 1 Year 10 “c”  Geometry, C or better None 4.0 Scale 

 

Pre-Calculus (P) - (formerly Math IV) 

Designed to prepare students for calculus and/or a college statistics course with emphasis on the 

following:  

● Algebraic fluency and accuracy. 

● Further development of trigonometry, logarithms and polar coordinates. 

● Concepts of calculus-intuitive understanding of limits, derivatives and integrals. 

● Mathematical modeling. 

● Preparation for statistics.   

A scientific calculator is required.  TI-83 is provided. 

 

Grade Length Credits UC/CSU a-g Preparation Addl. Criteria Grade Point 

10-12 1 Year 10 “c”  Algebra II, C or better None 4.0 Scale 
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Applications of Advanced Mathematics 

Applications of Advanced Mathematics is a course that is designed for college-bound students who              

successfully complete Algebra 2 and who wish to complete an additional year of math. The course                

will be divided into two semesters of distinct math topics, including one semester of statistics, and                

one semester of advanced math topics. Additionally, Applications of Advanced Mathematics is            

designed for college-bound students who wish to prepare for college math placement exams.  

 

Grade Length Credits UC/CSU a-g Preparation Addl. Criteria Grade Point 

11-12 1 Year 10 “c”  Algebra II, 

C or better 

None 4.0 Scale 

 

AP Statistics (AP) 

Fourth year of advanced mathematics for students not on a calculus preparation track, or for               

students who will advance beyond AP Calculus AB. Introductory college-level course covers            

exploratory analysis, study planning, probability and statistical influence. Passing the AP Exam            

offered in May with a score of 3 or better qualifies the student for credit at some colleges and                   

universities. A scientific calculator is required.  TI-83 is provided. 

 

Grade Length Credits UC/CSU 

a-g 

Preparation Addl. Criteria Grade Point 

10-12 1 Year 10 “c”  Alg II w/ Teacher Rec.or Math IV  

with C or better & completion of 

summer assignment 

AP Test  

Recommended 

5.0 Scale 

 

AP Calculus AB (AP) 

An introductory college-level course for mathematically-oriented and highly-motivated students         

covering limits, derivatives, definite and indefinite integrals. Taking and passing the AP Exam             

offered in May with a score of 3 or better may qualify the student for credit at some colleges and                    

universities.  A TI-89 graphing calculator is required and SVHS will provide loaner calculators. 

 

Grade Length Credits UC/CSU a-g Preparation Addl. Criteria Grade Point 

11-12 1 Year 10 “c”  Math IV w/ C or better &  

completion of summer assignment 

AP Test 

Recommended 

5.0 Scale 

 

AP Calculus BC (AP) 

This course is the equivalent of a roughly equivalent to both a first and second semester college                 

calculus course and an extension of content learned in AB. Students will explore different types of                

equations and be introduced to the topic of sequence and series. 

 

Grade Length Credits UC/CSU 

a-g 

Preparation Addl. Criteria Grade Point 

11-12 1 Year 10 “c”  Calculus BC w/ C or better & 

completion of summer assignments 

AP Test 

Recommended 

5.0 Scale 

 

Honors Geometry (HP) 

Honors Geometry is a course that is designed for students who successfully complete Algebra 1 at                

the end of 8th or 9th grade.  Honors Geometry is designed for advanced and accelerated students who                 

wish to obtain a deeper understanding of the material. This class must be taken in conjunction with                 

Honors Algebra I I(HP). 

 

Grade Length Credits UC/CSU a-g Preparation Addl. Criteria Grade Point 

9 1 Year 10 “c”  8th Gr. Math, B or better None 5.0 Scale 
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Honors Algebra II (HP) 

Honors Algebra 2 is a course that is designed for students who successfully complete Geometry at                

the end of 8th or 9th grade and who wish to accelerate their course sequencing in order to reach AP                    

Calculus AB or BC by the end of high school.  Honors Geometry is designed for advanced and                 

accelerated students who wish to obtain a deeper understanding of the material.  This class must be                

taken in conjunction with Honors Geometry (HP). 

 

Grade Length Credits UC/CSU a-g Preparation Addl. Criteria Grade Point 

9 1 Year 10 “c”  8th Gr. Math, B or better None 5.0 Scale 

 

 

VI.  SCIENCE (D) 

 

Earth Science (P) 

A comprehensive freshmen level one year college preparatory science course designed to meet the              

following criteria: 1) Provide the student with a comprehensive background in the Earth system: its               

geologic history, place in the solar system, internal structure, mineral resources, atmosphere,            

dynamic processes, and oceans; 2) Expose the student to laboratory exercises and cross-curricular             

experiences to further understanding and critical thinking, observation, analysis, research and           

writing as they explore the application of scientific principles in active learning situations; 3) Provide               

a knowledge base that will allow students to succeed in future coursework in Biology, Chemistry,               

Physics, and AP courses offered at the high school; 4) Prepare the student for college courses and                 

careers in Geology, Meteorology, Ecology and Environmental Science. 

 

Grade Length Credits UC/CSU a-g Preparation Addl. Criteria Grade Point 

9 1 Year 10 “d” None None 4.0 Scale 

 

Agriculture Earth Science (P) (not offered in 2018 - 2019) 

This comprehensive course explores the earth’s composition, structure, processes, and history, its            

atmosphere, freshwater and oceans and its environment in space. Using agriculture as a learning              

platform, principles and practices that demonstrate the relevance of Earth Science in Agriculture to              

each student’s life and environment are explored. Laboratory experiments introduce different lab            

techniques while building critical thinking, inquiry and observation skills. Topics include an            

exploration of aspects of life including: weather, climate and air movement, tectonics, volcanic             

eruptions, rocks, minerals, geologic history, sustainability and energy resources. 

 

Grade Length Credits UC/CSU a-g Preparation Addl. Criteria Grade Point 

9 1 Year 10 “d”  None None 4.0 Scale 

 

Lab Biology (P) 

A college-prep class covering topics such as chemistry of life, cell structure and function, genetics,               

evolution, human biology, and ecology with an emphasis on lab activities, that prepares students for               

advanced science course work and is the first year of coursework for AP Biology. Several long-term                

projects are required throughout the year emphasizing the use of technology. 

 

Grade Length Credits UC/CSU a-g Preparation Addl. Criteria Grade Point 

9-12 1 Year 10 “d” Earth Sc. or 

teacher rec. 

Concurrent enrollment 

in Geometry or higher 

recommended 

4.0 Scale 
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Sustainable Agriculture Biology (P) 

Sustainability is based on a simple principle: Everything that we need for our survival and well-being                

depends, either directly or indirectly, on our environment. Sustainable Agriculture is a one year              

course designed to integrate biological science practices and knowledge into the practice of             

sustainable agriculture.   
 

Grade Length Credits UC/CSU a-g Preparation Addl. Criteria Grade Point 

10-11 1 Year 10 “d” Ag. Earth or 

teacher rec. 

Concurrent enrollment in 

Geometry or higher 

recommended 

4.0 Scale 

 

Advanced Biology (P) 

A human anatomy and physiology college prep course designed to promote understanding of the              

human body and its functions and how the principles of biology are applied to the human body.                 

Topics covered include cell biology, tissues, skeletal system, muscular system, nervous system,            

cardiovascular system, respiratory system, immune system, digestive system, excretory system,          

and reproductive system.  Lab work is emphasized. 

 

Grade Length Credits UC/CSU a-g Preparation Addl. Criteria Grade Point 

10-12 1 Year 10 “d”  

 

 B or better in Lab Bio. 

C or better in Chem. 

Concurrent 

enrollment in 

Algebra II or higher 

recommended 

4.0 Scale 

 

AP Biology (AP) 

This is an introductory, college-level course covering chemistry, cell biology, genetics, evolution,            

organism diversity, plant biology, and animal biology. Passing the AP Exam offered in May with a                

score of 3 or better will qualify the student for credit at some colleges and universities. 

 

Grade Length Credits UC/CSU a-g Preparation Addl. Criteria Grade 

Point 

11-12 1 Year 10 “d”  B or better in Lab Biology  

completion of summer 

assignment 

AP Test 

Recommended 

5.0 Scale 

 

Chemistry (P) 

A general chemistry course emphasizing general chemical principles and laboratory work with            

content areas including matter, energy, atomic structure, stoichiometry, periodicity, chemical          

bonding, solutions, thermodynamics, kinetics, acids, equilibrium, bases and salts,         

oxidation/reduction, electrochemistry and other selected topics. 

 

Grade Length Credits UC/CS

U a-g 

Preparation Addl. Criteria Grade Point 

10-12 1 Year 10 “d”   C or better in 

Biology 

Concurrent enrollment in Algebra 

II or higher recommended 

4.0 Scale 

 

Agriculture & Soil Chemistry (P) 

This course explores the physical and chemical nature of soil as well as the relationships between                

soil, plants, animals and agricultural practices. Students will examine properties of soil and land and               

their connections to plant and animal production. Throughout the course, students will be graded on               

participation in intra-curricular FFA activities as well as the development and maintenance of an              

ongoing Supervised Agricultural Experience (SAE) program. 

 

Grade Length Credits UC/CSU a-g Preparation Addl. Criteria Grade Point 

10-12 1 Year 10 “d”   C or better 

in Ag. 

Biology  

Concurrent enrollment in 

Algebra II or higher 

recommended 

4.0 Scale 
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AP Chemistry (AP) 

This is an introductory, college-level course emphasizing both analytical and conceptual aspects in             

chemistry utilizing extensive laboratory work. Passing the AP Exam offered in May with a score of 3                 

or better will qualify the student for credit at some colleges and universities. 

 

Grade Length Credits UC/CSU 

a-g 

Preparation Addl. Criteria Grade Point 

11-12 1 Year 10 “d”  B or better in Lab Bio. or AP 

Bio and 

B or better in Algebra II or 

Chem. and  

completion of summer 

assignment 

  AP Test 

Recommended 

5.0 Scale 

 

Physics (P) 

A course in general physics, which includes mechanics, heat, optics and waves, electricity and              

magnetism and modern physics. 

 

Grade Length Credits UC/CSU a-g Preparation Addl. Criteria Grade Point 

10-12 1 Year 10 “d”  None Concurrent enrollment in 

Algebra II or higher 

recommended 

4.0 Scale 

 

AP Physics B (AP) 

This introductory, college-level course covers topics in mechanics, heat and thermodynamics, optics 

and waves, electricity and magnetism, modern physics (relativistic, atomic, nuclear) among others. 

Passing the AP Exam offered in May with a score of 3 or better will qualify the student for credit at 

some colleges and universities. 

 

Grade Length Credits UC/CSU a-g Preparation Addl. Criteria Grade Point 

11-12 1 Year 10 “d”  B or better in Chem., 

Algebra II, or 

Pre-Calculus 

AP Test 

Recommended 

5.0 Scale 

 

Plant & Soil Science (P) (not offered in 2018 - 2019) 

This course is designed for students to study the structure of plants, growth processes, propagation,               

physiology, plant classification, reproduction, growth media, soil, pests and cultural harvest           

practices. The students in the class will operate and run the school greenhouse and conduct a plant                 

sale at the end of the second semester incorporating all of their projects from the year.  

 

Grade Length Credits UC/CSU a-g Preparation Addl. Criteria Grade Point 

11-12  1 Year 10 No Ag. Biology, 

C or better 

None 4.0 Scale 

 

AP Environmental Science (AP) 

This course is designed to be the equivalent of a one-semester, introductory college course.              

Disciplines covered include geology, biology, environmental studies, environmental science,         

chemistry, and geography. Students will be introduced to scientific principles, concepts, and            

methodologies required to understand the interrelationships of the natural world, to identify and             

analyze environmental problems both natural and human-made, to evaluate the relative risks            

associated with these problems, and to examine alternative solutions.  

 

Grade Length Credits UC/CSU a-g Preparation Addl. Criteria Grade Point 

11-12  1 Year 10 “g” 1 yr. Lab Science &  

1 yr. Physical Science 

None 5.0 Scale 
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Viticulture & Environmental Science (P) 

This course introduces students to sustainable vineyard management practices and science and            

technologies in wine grape growing. This course may be taken before or in conjunction with               

Agriculture and Soil Chemistry. 

 

Grade Length Credits UC/CSU a-g Preparation Addl. Criteria Grade Point 

10-12 1 Year 10 “g” None None 4.0 Scale 

 

Advanced Agriscience (pending a-g approval) 

This is a capstone course for students who have passed Viticulture and/or Agriculture & Soil               

Chemistry and are interested in agricultural issues. Students will research and develop experiments             

to solve environmental issues facing the world today.  

 

Grade Length Credits UC/CSU a-g Preparation Addl. Criteria Grade Point 

11-12 1 Year 10 “g” None None 4.0 Scale 

 

 

VII.  World Language (E) 

 

French I (P) 

French I teaches elementary usage in the four areas of communication: speaking, understanding,             

reading and writing. The sound system of the language, basic phrases, vocabulary, grammar,             

syntax, and idioms are developed. This class is aimed at simple communication. Supplementary             

audio-visual materials and readings are used to teach. Awareness of French culture and the              

Francophone world is incorporated in the language study. 

 

Grade Length Credits UC/CSU a-g Preparation Addl. Criteria Grade Point 

9-12 1 Year 10 “e” None None 4.0 Scale 

 

French II (P) 

French II is a refinement and expansion of first-year work with the completion of basic vocabulary,                

grammar, syntax, and idioms. Idiomatic use of the language is emphasized in writing and speaking.               

Communication and comprehension are stressed. Supplementary audio-visual materials promote         

cultural understanding and comprehension. 

 

Grade Length Credits UC/CSU a-g Preparation Addl. 

Criteria 

Grade Point 

9-12 1 Year 10 “e” French I w/C or better None 4.0 Scale 

 

French III (P) 

French III is designed to build upon the four skills (speech, comprehension, reading and writing)               

developed in the first two years of language study. Most of the basic grammatical structures need to                 

be mastered by the end of this year.  Emphasis is on speech. 

 

Grade Length Credits UC/CSU a-g Preparation Addl. Criteria Grade Point 

10-12 1 Year 10 “e” French II w/C or 

better 

None 4.0 Scale 
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French IV (P) 

French IV emphasizes the development and refinement of speech, comprehension, reading and            

writing skills. Using a thematic approach, students are given an opportunity to develop spontaneous              

communication skills. Each individual is helped to achieve greater fluency and self-confidence in the              

language. Students are encouraged to take the Advanced Placement French Language exam in May;              

those who score 3 or better may qualify for credit at some colleges and universities. 

 

Grade Length Credits UC/CSU a-g Preparation Addl. Criteria Grade Point 

11-12 1 Year 10 “e” French III w/C or 

better 

None 4.0 Scale 

 

Spanish I (P) 

Development of the student’s ability to perform in the four basic skills: listening, speaking, reading,               

and writing. Pronunciation is stressed. Activities introducing vocabulary, grammar, syntax and           

idioms are presented. Supplementary audio-visual materials and readings are used to assist the             

student to develop the communication skills and to promote cultural understanding. 

 

Grade Length Credits UC/CSU a-g Preparation Addl. Criteria Grade Point 

9-12 1 Year 10 “e” None None 4.0 Scale 

 

Spanish II (P) 

Second level course emphasizes the continued development of the ability to perform in the four               

basic skills: listening, speaking, reading, and writing. A review of level I core materials is done, in                 

part, at the beginning of the year. There is extensive practice in vocabulary, grammar, syntax, and                

idioms. Supplementary audio-visual materials and readings are used to assist the student to develop              

the communication skills and to promote cultural understanding. 

 

Grade Length Credits UC/CSU a-g Preparation Addl. Criteria Grade Point 

9 - 12 1 Year 10 “e” Spanish I w/ C or 

better 

None 4.0 Scale 

 

Spanish III (P) 

The course is a rigorous review of the fundamentals of Spanish I and II and of the study of                   

vocabulary, grammar, syntax, and idioms appropriate to the third year. Thorough drill is offered in               

listening, speaking, reading and writing. Most of the basic grammatical structures are mastered by              

the end of this year. Emphasis is on speech. 

 

Grade Length Credits UC/CSU a-g Preparation Addl. Criteria Grade Point 

10-12 1 Year 10 “e” Spanish II w/ C or 

better 

None 4.0 Scale 

 

Spanish IV (P) 

This course will offer fourth-year Spanish students an opportunity to maintain and enhance both              

their written and spoken Spanish through a theme text and literature selections. Students will be               

assessed on their effort, as well as their knowledge of course content. Students will be required to                 

write essays and do presentations. 

 

Grade Length Credits UC/CSU a-g Preparation Addl. Criteria Grade Point 

10-12 1 Year 10 “e” Spanish III w/ C or 

better 

None 4.0 Scale 
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AP Spanish Language (AP) 

To provide academically superior students the opportunity to improve spontaneous communication           

skills, reading, writing and learning to apply advanced grammar as well as idiomatic expressions.              

Students will read graded literature selections in the target language as well as write compositions.               

Students who pass the AP Spanish Language exam with a score of 3 or better in May, may qualify                   

for credit at some colleges and universities. 

 

Grade Length Credits UC/CSU a-g Preparation Addl. Criteria Grade Point 

10-12 1 Year 10 “e” Spanish III or IV w/ C or better &  

completion of summer assignment 

AP Test 

Recommended 

5.0 Scale 

 

AP Spanish Literature (AP) 

This course is designed for students who are proficient in the Spanish language. Class will read                

Hispanic literature from the XIV - XX century. Each student will be able to analyze, discuss and                 

interpret a poem, a play or a narrative through its figures of speech, tone, genre, style, characters,                 

and themes, and will contribute their questions to the collective critical inquiry of the class.               

Students who pass the AP Spanish Language exam with a score of 3 or better in May, may qualify                   

for credit at some colleges and universities. 

 

Grade Length Credits UC/CSU a-g Preparation Addl. Criteria Grade 

Point 

10-12 1 Year 10 “e” Spanish  IV or AP Language w/ C or 

better 

& completion of summer assignment 

AP Test 

Recommended 

5.0 Scale 

 

 

VIII. VISUAL AND PERFORMING ARTS (F) 

 

Art (P)  

An introductory course designed to acquaint students with the elements of art, and principles of               

design through various media used in two and three-dimensional art. Students will learn             

appreciation of art from both the past and the present as it is viewed and discussed. 

 

Grade Length Credits UC/CSU a-g Preparation Addl. Criteria Grade Point 

9-12 1 Year 10 “f” None None 4.0 Scale 

 

Art II (P) 

Second year visual arts course will expand competencies developed in the first year, introductory              

course. Exploration of the Elements of Art and Principles of Design will continue with emphasis on                

working towards mastery of skills. Sufficient time will be allotted for experiential, meaningful             

applications of students’ skills and knowledge. A variety of media will be used, in two and three                 

dimensional assignments. To this end, studio work will be enhanced by visits to museums and               

galleries. The understanding of the importance of artistic expression will be further contextualized by              

the study of art history through art movements, individual artists, and cultures. Aesthetic awareness              

will be developed through opportunities for critique and by various means to reinforce critical              

thinking skills. 

 

Grade Length Credits UC/CSU 

a-g 

Preparation Addl. Criteria Grade Point 

10-12 1 Year 10 “f” Art I w/C or better None 4.0 Scale 
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3D Design (P) 

3D Design is designed to expose students to various processes, techniques and methods related to               

sculpture. Students will develop skills in additive, subtractive and assemblage sculpture, ceramics,            

concrete, plaster, wood, metal and visual problem solving. Students will broaden their visual art and               

descriptive vocabularies as they pertain to three-dimensional works. Student projects are designed            

to emphasize skill sets and applied knowledge of the Elements of Art and the Principles of Design. An                  

end of the year student show, gallery and museum visits, and a long-term personal project will                

enhance studio work. The importance of artistic expression will be further contextualized and             

reflected on, by the study of art history, art movements, individual artists, and cultural influences.               

Aesthetic awareness will be continually developed through personal and group critiques, written and             

drawn journal reflections, and historical research. 

 

Grade Length Credits UC/CSU a-g Preparation Addl. Criteria Grade Point 

9-12 1 Year 10 “f” None None 4.0 Scale 

 

Photography I (P) 

Photography I is a studio introductory course in black and white film photography. Students will               

learn the theory and practice of photography as a fine art. The class will include 35mm film camera                  

controls and proper exposure, composition techniques, film developing, darkroom enlarging, print           

mounting, studio critique, and portfolio development. Emphasis will be placed on using photography             

as a way to communicate, compositional techniques, the Elements of Art, the Principles of Design,               

image analysis, lighting, and photographic history. Modern digital technologies and post-production           

techniques using Photoshop will be introduced second semester. Photo I students will begin to build               

a working portfolio of work throughout the year.  

 

Grade Length Credits UC/CSU a-g Preparation Addl. Criteria Grade Point 

9-12 1 Year 10 “f”  Art Recommended None 4.0 Scale 

 

Photography II (P) 

Photography II is an advanced studio course that utilizes digital technology as the primary means of                

making photographic images. Students will continue to develop their skills as a photographer while              

building a portfolio of work. The class will shift focus from darkroom photography to digital               

photography as a tool to communicate artistic vision. Students will learn Photoshop, digital             

archiving and workflow, and image manipulation through a variety of larger assignments and long              

term projects. Continued exploration of composition, the Elements of Art, the Principles of Design,              

image analysis, lighting, and photographic history, will continue to be a foundation of the course.               

Students will complete a final print portfolio and a digital portfolio of work. 

 

Grade Length Credits UC/CSU a-g Preparation Addl. 

Criteria 

Grade Point 

10-12 1 Year 10 “f” Photography I w/C or 

better 

None 4.0 Scale 

 

Video Arts I (P) 

The emphasis of this course is in the use of video and video editing. Other exploration in the Media                   

Arts includes basic Photoshop, sound design for movies and the music industry, lighting and set               

design, and motion graphics. Prior knowledge of camera use, computer use, or video editing is not                

necessary. Projects will focus on the art of storytelling. Non production curriculum includes: the              

history of film, film critique, story structure, scriptwriting and the cultural importance of film over the                

past 100 years.   

 

Grade Length Credits UC/CSU a-g Preparation Addl. Criteria Grade Point 

9-12 1 Year 10 “f” None None 4.0 Scale 
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Advanced Video Productions (P) 

Utilizing the on-campus television station and broadcast facility, students will produce live television             

shows for broadcasting. Students will explore news reporting, camera operation, video and sound             

mixing, lighting design, broadcast engineering, studio management, directing and producing of           

shows, advertising and business, and more as well as career opportunities in these areas.              

Advanced level video editing skills continue to develop, as well as deeper knowledge of lighting use,                

and detailed story and script development.   

 

Grade Length Credits UC/CSU a-g Preparation Addl. Criteria Grade Point 

10-12 1 – 2 Years 10 “f” Video Arts I or 

Equivalent 

Experience  

None 4.0 Scale 

 

Drama I (P) 

This drama class begins with improvisation. Each day the class starts with an improv game similar                

to the games played on Who’s Line is it Anyway and Saturday Night Live. Students will focus on                  

acting but also learn about the many other aspects of theatre. They will select a scene, stand-up                 

comedy or a theatre genre of their choice to perform. In this class students can expect to be                  

creative, heighten their ability to think critically, learn how valuable they are as team players and                

discover how innovative they can be. 

 

Grade Length Credits UC/CSU a-g Preparation Addl. Criteria Grade Point 

9-12 1 Year 10 “f” None None 4.0 Scale 

 

Advanced Drama (P) 

This course is designed for student actors who are highly motivated and have a deep interest in                 

theatre. The focus of this class is on performance. Students will develop an improv show, direct                

each other in 10-minute plays, and perform scenes and monologues that they rehearse in class. In                

this class students can expect to be creative, heighten their ability to think critically, learn how                

valuable they are as a team players and discover how innovative they can be. 

 

Grade Length Credits UC/CSU a-g Preparation Addl. 

Criteria 

Grade Point 

9-12 1 Year 10 “f” Drama I or equivalent 

experience  

None 4.0 Scale 

 

Choir (P) 

Ensemble (group) performance course open to all students interested learning to sing. Foundational             

level course where students develop the fundamental skills required to perform all styles of vocal               

music while developing a repertoire of beginning-to-intermediate High School level choral music,            

utilizing current technology as appropriate. Students study cultural, historical, and social significance            

of choral literature with real-world applications of developed skills. Students perform several times             

per year both at the school and throughout the community. 

 

Grade Length Credits UC/CSU a-g Preparation Addl. Criteria Grade Point 

9-12 1 – 8 

Semesters 

5 “f”  None None 4.0 Scale 

 

Beginning Band (P) 

The Beginning Band class is an entry-level course for those interested in learning how to play an                 

instrument. Students who have played a brass, woodwind, or percussion instrument in an             

instrumental music class, or have taken private lessons, should not enroll in this course and should                
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sign up for Concert Band instead.  Students will select a brass or woodwind instrument to learn to                 

play (e.g. trumpet, trombone, flute, clarinet, saxophone, etc.). This course will cover topics such as               

music history, music appreciation, and music performance.  Students who successfully complete           

Beginning Band will be permitted to join Concert Band.  

 

Grade Length Credits UC/CSU a-g Preparation Addl. Criteria Grade Point 

9-12 1 year 5 None None Audition 4.0 Scale 

 

Concert Band (P) 

Ensemble class is open to students who have developed their instrumental techniques to             

performance level. Students will participate in activities with a dual focus of Marching and              

Symphonic performances. Marching activities include halftime shows, pep band, parades, and           

competitions; Symphonic activities include developing a repertoire of music used in stationary            

performance, including but not limited to music from the Classical and Romantic eras as well as                

contemporary styles, utilizing current technology as appropriate. Students perform several times per            

year both at the school and in the community. Additional rehearsal time is required outside the                

school day.  

 

Grade Length Credits UC/CSU a-g Preparation Addl. Criteria Grade Point 

9-12 1 – 8 Semesters 5 “f” None None 4.0 Scale 

 

Beginning Dance (P) 

Students will develop technical skills through participation in various dance styles and expand their              

knowledge of kinesthetic awareness and proper body alignment, as well as develop increased             

physical strength, flexibility, endurance, and care of their bodies. Students will use elements of              

space, time, energy, and movement quality to demonstrate technical skills through artistic            

self-expression. Students will study choreographic principles and expressive dance movement that           

is based in technique and improvisation. Students will analyze and evaluate the work of others and                

study the historical and cultural influences dance has on society both past and present. 

 

Grade Length Credits UC/CSU a-g Preparation Addl. Criteria Grade Point 

10-12 1 Year 10 “f” P.E. I None 4.0 Scale 

 

Advanced Dance (P) 

Students who have prior dance experience and/or have taken Beginning Dance will continue to              

develop their technical skills through participation in various dance styles. In Advanced Dance             

students will focus more intensely on dance styles including ballet, jazz, modern, and hip hop.               

Students will expand their knowledge of proper body alignment and kinesthetic awareness. Strength             

training, flexibility, endurance, and care of the body will be studied. Students will evaluate their own                

performances and choreographic contributions by applying learned knowledge of technique,          

concepts, and elements related to dance performance and construction. In addition, amateur and             

professional dance performances will be viewed and historical and cultural influences and            

contributions will be studied. 

 

Grade Length Credits UC/CSU 

a-g 

Preparation Addl. 

Criteria 

Grade Point 

10-12 1 Year 10 “f” C or better in Beg. Dance Or by audition None 4.0 Scale 

 

Forensics / Oral Interpretation (P) 

Development of research, composition and presentation skills, employment of logic, analysis and            

evaluation; preparation for weekend tournament competitions in Debate and Individual Speaking           

events, as well as for the California Mock Trial program; serve as coaches/hosts for the SVUSD Oral                 

Language Faire. 
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Grade Length Credits UC/CSU a-g Preparation Addl. Criteria Grade Point 

9-12 1 -8 semesters 10 Forensics, “g”Oral 

Interpretation, “f” 

English None 4.0 Scale 

 

Floral Design (P) (not offered 2018 - 2019) 

This course provides an introduction to artistic and creative perception through a series of floral               

design projects. Subjects include an introduction to art, historical contributions and cultural            

dimensions, aesthetic valuing and making judgments of individual works of art, elements of design,              

principles of design, creative expression through original works of art, and applications learned in              

visual art. Students will construct floral designs that are affected by society, history, culture, politics,               

and economic influence. Students will use their creative expression through wedding consultations            

and wedding planning. Membership and participation in the FFA are an integral part of the class. 

 

Grade Length Credits UC/CSU a-g Preparation Addl. Criteria Grade Point 

10-12 1 Year 10 “f”  None None 4.0 Scale 

 

 

IX. Career and Technical Education (CTE) 

 

Agriculture and Natural Resources Industry Sector 

 

Agriculture Earth Science (P) (not offered in 2018 - 2019) 

This comprehensive course explores the earth’s composition, structure, processes, and history, its            

atmosphere, freshwater and oceans and its environment in space. Using agriculture as a learning              

platform, principles and practices that demonstrate the relevance of Earth Science in Agriculture to              

each student’s life and environment are explored. Laboratory experiments introduce different lab            

techniques while building critical thinking, inquiry and observation skills. Topics include an            

exploration of aspects of life including: weather, climate and air movement, tectonics, volcanic             

eruptions, rocks, minerals, geologic history, sustainability and energy resources. 

 

Grade Length Credits UC/CSU a-g Preparation Addl. Criteria Grade Point 

9 1 Year 10 “g”  None None 4.0 Scale 

 

Sustainable Agriculture Biology (P) 

Sustainability is based on a simple principle: Everything that we need for our survival and well-being                

depends, either directly or indirectly, on our environment. Sustainable Agriculture is a one year              

course designed to integrate biological science practices and knowledge into the practice of             

sustainable agriculture.   

 

Grade Length Credit

s 

UC/CSU a-g Preparation Addl. Criteria Grade Point 

10-11 1 Year 10 “d” Ag. Earth or 

teacher rec. 

Concurrent enrollment in 

Geometry or higher 

recommended 

4.0 Scale 

 

Agriculture & Soil Chemistry (P) 

This course explores the physical and chemical nature of soil as well as the relationships between                

soil, plants, animals and agricultural practices. Students will examine properties of soil and land and               

their connections to plant and animal production. Throughout the course, students will be graded on               

participation in intra-curricular FFA activities as well as the development and maintenance of an              

ongoing Supervised Agricultural Experience (SAE) program. 
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Grade Length Credits UC/CSU a-g Preparation Addl. Criteria Grade Point 

10-12 1 Year 10 “d”   C or better in Ag. 

Biology  

Concurrent enrollment in Algebra II 

or higher recommended 

4.0 Scale 

 

Agriculture Mechanics (not offered in 2018 - 2019) 

This course exposes introductory mechanics students to a variety of skills used in most farm work.                

Students will study equipment operation, repair welding, general farm maintenance including fence            

and shed construction, electricity, plumbing, concrete, surveying and rope work. Applied science            

principles, agriculture math, computer maintenance, and record keeping will be used. FFA activities             

and SOE projects are required.  

 

Grade Length Credits UC/CSU a-g Preparation Addl. Criteria Grade Point 

9-12  1Year 10 No None None 4.0 Scale 

 

Power Mechanics 

Engine and Power Mechanics courses provide hands-on instruction in the theory, operation, and             

repair of engines and power units including the compression, fuel, electrical, cooling and lubrication              

systems.  

 

Grade Length Credits UC/CSU a-g Preparation Addl. Criteria Grade Point 

9-12 1 Year 10 No None None 4.0 Scale 

 

Plant & Soil Science (P)(not offered in 2018 - 2019) 

This course is designed for students to study the structure of plants, growth processes, propagation,               

physiology, plant classification, reproduction, growth media, soil, pests and cultural harvest           

practices. The students in the class will operate and run the school greenhouse and conduct a plant                 

sale at the end of the second semester incorporating all of their projects from the year.  

 

Grade Length Credits UC/CSU a-g Preparation Addl. 

Criteria 

Grade Point 

11-12  1 Year 10 “g”  Ag. Biology, C or better None 4.0 Scale 

 

Viticulture & Environmental Science (P) 

This course introduces students to sustainable vineyard management practices and science and            

technologies in wine grape growing. This course may be taken before or in conjunction with               

Agriculture and Soil Chemistry. 

 

Grade Length Credits UC/CSU a-g Preparation Addl. Criteria Grade Point 

10-12 1 Year 10 “g” None None 4.0 Scale 

 

Floral Design (P) (not offered in 2018 - 2019) 

This course provides an introduction to artistic and creative perception through a series of floral               

design projects. Subjects include an introduction to art, historical contributions and cultural            

dimensions, aesthetic valuing and making judgments of individual works of art, elements of design,              

principles of design, creative expression through original works of art, and applications learned in              

visual art. Students will construct floral designs that are affected by society, history, culture, politics,               

and economic influence. Students will use their creative expression through wedding consultations            

and wedding planning. Membership and participation in the FFA are an integral part of the class. 

 

Grade Length Credits UC/CSU a-g Preparation Addl. Criteria Grade Point 

10-12 1 Year 10 “f”  None None 4.0 Scale 
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Welding Technology 

This course is designed for students interested in welding fabrication. This course may be taken for                

two years of credit. The first year teaches students welding safety, oxyfuel cutting, plasma arc               

cutting, weld quality, beads and fillet welds, joint fit-up and more. The second year teaches students                

how to read welding detail drawings, physical and mechanical properties of metals and more.  

 

Grade Length Credits UC/CSU a-g Preparation Addl. Criteria Grade Point 

9-12 1 Year 10 No None None 4.0 Scale 

 

Hospitality, Tourism and Recreation Industry Sector 

 

Foods (P) 

This is an introductory level foods and nutrition course combining lectures and labs where students               

prepare a variety of foods and meals with an emphasis on healthy eating and the recommended                

dietary allowances. Lab activities will cover technical kitchen skills, safety/sanitation, and proper use             

of equipment. Students will expand their knowledge of nutrition, including designing a personal             

health and wellness plan in the second semester. The focus will be on nutritional values as affected                 

by food preparation. Continued application of industry technology, as well as standardized recipes             

and measurements will be stressed. Cultural awareness and preparation of international foods will             

be included.  Foodservice careers will be discussed and “Guest Chef” presentations offered.  

 

Grade Length Credits UC/CSU a-g Preparation Addl. Criteria Grade Point 

10-12 1 Year 10 “g” None None 4.0 Scale 

 

Culinary Arts (P)  

This course is designed as a school-to-work course that will provide students with a practical               

foundation in entry-level positions, as well as prepare them for continuing education in the              

foodservice industry. Students will practice food preparation techniques and management skills           

while running an on-campus restaurant serving buffet lunches and special occasion meals to SVHS              

staff. Skills taught include hot and cold food preparation, nutritional needs, portion control, cost              

analysis, food service safety and sanitation, and personal grooming. Students will explore careers             

related to the foodservice and hospitality industries, observe/participate in work site visitations,            

critique guest chef presentations and prepare a professional portfolio. Industry professionals will be             

utilized as mentors for student interns, guest speakers, job shadowing experiences, and Senior             

Projects. 

  

Grade Length Credits UC/CSU a-g Preparation Addl. Criteria Grade Point 

11-12 1 Year 10 “g” **Course has 

articulation agreement 

with SRJC 

Foods  None 4.0 Scale 

 

Manufacturing and Product Development Industry Sector 

 

Metal and Wood Fabrication 

Students will explore a semester of wood fabrication and a semester of metal fabrication. During the                

metal fabrication semester, students will work under the teacher’s direction to develop key skills in               

sheet metal, art metal, bench metal, ornamental iron, machine tools, forge and foundry. Drawing              

and design in metal, and the use of hand tools, simple machine tools use such as the grinder, drill                   

press, and portable electric drill, will be covered. A “safety attitude” will be developed regarding               

work and general living. The wood fabrication course covers safety, basic shop drawing use of layout                

tools, and use of most power equipment. General understanding of woods and related materials,              
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abrasives, finishes and adhesives is obtained from their use and related information. Project             

selection is based on learning experience and individual interest and ability, and may range from               

cabinet projects to more advanced furniture of individual design.  

 

Grade Length Credits UC/CSU a-g Preparation Addl. Criteria Grade Point 

9-12 1 Year 5 No None None 4.0 Scale 

 

Advanced Metal 

Students will develop projects that will improve and expand their knowledge and skills in areas such                

as welding sheet metal and machine work. 

 

Grade Length Credits UC/CSU a-g Preparation Addl. Criteria Grade Point 

11-12 1 Year 10 No Metal I None 4.0 Scale 

 

Building Trades and Construction Industry Sector 

 

Metal and Wood Fabrication 

Students will explore a semester of wood fabrication and a semester of metal fabrication. During the                

metal fabrication semester, students will work under the teacher’s direction to develop key skills in               

sheet metal, art metal, bench metal, ornamental iron, machine tools, forge and foundry. Drawing              

and design in metal, and the use of hand tools, simple machine tools use such as the grinder, drill                   

press, and portable electric drill, will be covered. A “safety attitude” will be developed regarding               

work and general living. The wood fabrication course covers safety, basic shop drawing use of layout                

tools, and use of most power equipment. General understanding of woods and related materials,              

abrasives, finishes and adhesives is obtained from their use and related information. Project             

selection is based on learning experience and individual interest and ability, and may range from               

cabinet projects to more advanced furniture of individual design.  

 

Grade Length Credits UC/CSU a-g Preparation Addl. Criteria Grade Point 

9-12 1 Year 10 No None None 4.0 Scale 

 

Advanced Wood Construction 

Importance is placed on developing more skill with materials, portable power tools and machines              

used in Wood I. Increased understanding of the capabilities and limitations of all power equipment               

is stressed. Techniques will be presented teaching rapid, mass-produced and accurate work.            

Emphasis is also placed on developing more skill, self-reliance and understanding in designing and              

planning projects. Work is primarily related to furniture and cabinet-making, but individual students             

may direct their projects toward other related activities such as lathe work or boat building.               

Students should develop basic entry-level skills for related occupations, as well as vocational             

interests. 
 

Grade Length Credits UC/CSU a-g Preparation Addl. 

Criteria 

Grade Point 

10-12 1 Year 10 No Wood I w/ C or 

better 

None 4.0 Scale 

 

Arts, Media and Entertainment Industry Sector 

 

Video Arts I (P) (formerly Video Productions) 

Course explores the broadcast medium, its history, careers and opportunities, including news            

reporting, advertising, studio engineering, and others. Students work in small ‘production teams,’            

exploring the different roles throughout the semester, i.e. director, producer, camera operator, field             
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reporter, editor, etc. Semester two will focus on post-production editing, lighting techniques, the             

principles of audio and sound effects. Assignments include producing a news-style program, talk             

shows and television commercials. Introduction to the film arts and the principles of story design is                

explored.  

 

Grade Length Credits UC/CSU a-g Preparation Addl. Criteria Grade Point 

9-12 1 Year 10 “f” None None 4.0 Scale 

 

Advanced Video Productions (P) 
This advanced level course will focus primarily on producing quality programs for the on-campus              

channel and weekly broadcasts. Like Video Arts 1, studio produced shows, news programs, and              

feature shorts will comprise the majority of the assignments. In addition, this course offers a               

detailed exploration of the ‘Film Arts,’ including story structure, storyboarding, shot lists, scripting,             

sound design, special effects, etc. with an opportunity to produce a short film. 

 

Grade Length Credits UC/CSU a-g Preparation Addl. 

Criteria 

Grade Point 

10-12 1 – 2 Years 10 “f” **Course also has 

articulation 

agreement 

Video Arts I or 

Equivalent Experience  

None 4.0 Scale 

 

 

X. HEALTH AND WELLNESS 

 

Living Skills  

Through the use of group activities, guest speakers, videos, and outside projects, this SVHS              

requirement will demonstrate and describe ways in which students may begin to make healthful              

decisions in seven specific areas of living skills: mental health; family dynamics and personal              

relationships; physical wellness; family life; prevention/ treatment/control of diseases; chemical          

dependency and health; and career awareness/current trends. 

 

Grade Length Credits UC/CSU a-g Preparation Addl. Criteria Grade Point 

9 1 Semester 5 No None None 4.0 Scale 

 

Physical Education I 

In this SVHS graduation requirement, students will participate in 6-8 activity classes per year. The               

emphasis for the first year is basic skills, movement concepts and knowledge with a theme of                

teamwork. 

 

Grade Length Credits UC/CSU a-g Preparation Addl. Criteria Grade Point 

9 1 Year 10 No None None 4.0 Scale 

 

Physical Education II 

In this SVHS graduation requirement, students will participate in 6-8 activity classes per year,              

including an introduction to First Aid with CPR certification. The theme for the second year is                

analysis of movement, officiating of various games and practical application of strategy. 

 

Grade Length Credits UC/CSU a-g Preparation Addl. Criteria Grade Point 

10-12 1 Year 10 No P.E. I None 4.0 Scale 
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Beginning Dance (P) 

Students who have had little or no training in dance will develop technical skills through participation              

in various dance styles. Through the skills obtained, students will expand their knowledge of              

kinesthetic awareness and proper body alignment, as well as, develop increased physical strength,             

flexibility, endurance, and care of their body. Students will use elements of space, time, energy,               

and movement quality to demonstrate technical skills through artistic self-expression. Students will            

study choreographic principles and expressive dance movement that is based in technique and             

improvisation. Students will analyze and evaluate the work of others in a constructive manner and               

will study the historical and cultural influences dance has on society both past and present. 

 

Grade Length Credits UC/CSU a-g Preparation Addl. Criteria Grade Point 

10-12 1 Year 10 “f” P.E. I; may be 

taken in place of 

P.E. II 

None 4.0 Scale 

 

Advanced Dance (P) 

Students who have prior dance experience and/or have taken Beginning Dance will continue to              

develop their technical skills through participation in various dance styles. In Advanced Dance             

students will focus more intensely on dance styles including ballet, jazz, modern, and hip hop.               

Students will expand their knowledge of proper body alignment and kinesthetic awareness. Strength             

training, flexibility, endurance, and care of the body will be studied. Students will evaluate their own                

performances and choreographic contributions by applying learned knowledge of technique,          

concepts, and elements related to dance performance and construction. In addition, amateur and             

professional dance performances will be viewed and historical and cultural influences and            

contributions will be studied. 

 

Grade Length Credits UC/CSU a-g Preparation Addl. 

Criteria 

Grade Point 

10-12 1 Year 10 “f” C or better in Beg. 

Dance 

or by audition 

None 4.0 Scale 

 

*The second year of the SVHS P.E. graduation requirement may be waived with participation in               

three SVHS team sports in one year, or two sports for two years. Waiver must be signed by the                   

counselor, student, parent, team sport coach and Athletic Director before the semester begins.             

Students must see their school counselor for the appropriate paperwork. 

 

XI.  OTHER ELECTIVES (G only, and other) 

 

Yearbook  

Course dedicated to preparation of the school yearbook, El Padre. 
 

Grade Length Credits UC/CSU 

a-g 

Preparation Addl. 

Criteria 

Grade Point 

9-12 2 – 8 

Semesters 

10 “g” Photo or Newspaper 

Recommended  

(Freshmen with yearbook 

experience ) 

None 4.0 Scale 

 

AP Computer Science A (AP) (not offered in 2018 - 2019) 

This introductory course in computer science offers instruction and practice in designing and             

implementing computer programs that solve specific problems. The focus of the course is to provide               

a foundation for the study of computer science, including development and analysis of algorithms,              

use of fundamental data structures, the study of standard algorithms and typical applications, and              

the use of logic and formal methods. The course is designed to be equivalent to an introductory                 

college or university computer science course, and it can serve as a first course for students                
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pursuing a major in computer science or for students in other disciplines that require significant               

involvement with technology, such as engineering disciplines. 

 

Grade Length Credits UC/CSU a-g Preparation Addl. Criteria Grade Point 

10-12 1 Year 10 “g”  Algebra II  w/C or better &  

completion of summer 

assignment 

AP Test 

Recommended 

5.0 Scale 

 

Leadership 

For students either chosen by fellow students to be a leader (Associated Student Body, class, club,                

or other school-wide organization officer) or because the student has decided to assume a very               

important position of leadership in our school. Leadership students are motivated self-starters who             

make a commitment to be an example of excellence and to positively participate in and contribute to                 

student government and their school.  

 

Grade Length Credits UC/CSU a-g Preparation Addl. Criteria Grade Point 

9-12 2 -8 

semesters 

10 No None Application 

w/instructor 

approval 

4.0 Scale 

 

AVID I (P) 

AVID 1 is the first years of a 4 year program that is an academic, regularly scheduled elective class                   

based on “writing as a tool of learning,” collaborative grouping, and inquiry method. The three main                

components of the program are academic instruction, tutorial support and motivational activities.            

The course is designed to prepare, in an academic context, disadvantaged students for entrance into               

four year colleges, with emphasis on analytical writing, preparation for college entrance and             

placement exams, college study skills and test taking, note taking, and research. 

 

Grade Length Credits UC/CSU a-g Preparation Addl. Criteria Grade Point 

9 1 Year 10 “g” None None 4.0 Scale 

 

AVID 2 (P) 

AVID 2 is the second year of a 4 year program that is an academic, regularly scheduled elective                  

class based on “writing as a tool of learning,” collaborative grouping, and inquiry method. The three                

main components of the program are academic instruction, tutorial support and motivational            

activities. The course is designed to prepare, in an academic context, disadvantaged students for              

entrance into four year colleges, with emphasis on analytical writing, preparation for college             

entrance and placement exams, college study skills and test taking, note taking, and research. 

 

Grade Length Credits UC/CSU a-g Preparation Addl. Criteria Grade Point 

10 1 Year 10 “g” None None 4.0 Scale 

 

AVID 3 (P) 

AVID 3 is the third year of a 4 year program that is an academic, regularly scheduled elective class                   

based on “writing as a tool of learning,” collaborative grouping, and inquiry method. The three main                

components of the program are academic instruction, tutorial support and motivational activities.            

The course is designed to prepare, in an academic context, disadvantaged students for entrance into               

four year colleges, with emphasis on analytical writing, preparation for college entrance and             

placement exams, college study skills and test taking, note taking, and research. 

 

Grade Length Credits UC/CSU a-g Preparation Addl. Criteria Grade Point 

11 1 Year 10 “g” None None 4.0 Scale 
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AVID Seminar (P) 

The AVID Seminar follows the weekly structure of all AVID classes, with 40% of the course dedicated                 

to teacher led curriculum, 40% of the course time dedicated to tutorials and 20% of the course                 

dedicated to guest speakers, mini-course and visits to colleges, museums, art galleries or drama              

productions. As seniors progress through the year, this 20% is also set aside as time for the                 

students to work with their AVID teacher and tutors to plan their Socratic Seminar leadership. The                

AVID teacher and tutors will provide assistance on college applications, researching, financial aid and              

housing, registering for entrance and placement exams, preparing for the external exams in the              

spring and feedback regarding applications and essays. 

 

Grade Length Credits UC/CSU a-g Preparation Addl. Criteria Grade Point 

12 1 Year 10 “g” None None 4.0 Scale 

 

AVID Tutor 

Students will assist in the AVID classrooms by providing academic support and tutoring, generally in               

mathematics and science. Students must be enrolled in Honors and/or AP classes. In addition,              

students must have earned a B- or higher in Algebra 2, Lab Bio, Chemistry, AP History or AP English.                   

Other duties as assigned by the classroom AVID teacher. 

 

Grade Length Credits UC/CSU a-g Preparatio

n 

Addl. Criteria Grade Point 

11-12 1–2 

Semesters 

5-10 No 2.0 GPA Teacher Approval 4.0 Scale 

 

Bilingual Tutor 

Bilingual students will assist English Language Learners and teachers of English Language Learners             

in the classroom setting. Tutors work directly with the students, but other duties may be assigned                

by the classroom teacher.  Students may not be on a PE Waiver Contract. 

 

Grade Length Credits UC/CSU a-g Preparation Addl. Criteria Grade Point 

11-12 1–2 

Semesters 

5-10 No 2.0 GPA Teacher Approval 4.0 Scale 

 

Academic Tutor 

Academic tutors work directly with students under the supervision of the classroom teacher to help               

support students in a-g classes. Students must have completed successfully the course in which              

they tutor, and have consent of the instructor. Academic tutors provide minimal clerical support to               

the teacher since their main role is to provide academic support and tutoring. Students may not be                 

on a PE Waiver Contract. 

 

Grade Length Credits UC/CSU a-g Preparatio

n 

Addl. Criteria Grade Point 

11-12 1–2 

Semesters 

5-10 No 3.0 GPA Teacher Approval 4.0 Scale 

 

Office Intern 

Pursuant to California Department of Education, students may earn credit for enrolling in an “Office               

Intern” course.  This course will provide student with experience working in an office environment,              

assisting the public both in person and on the telephone and developing time-management and              

organizational skills. 

 

Grade Length Credits UC/CSU a-g Preparation Addl. Criteria Grade Point 

11-12 1–2 

Semesters 

5-10 No 2.0 GPA Teacher 

Approval 

4.0 Scale 
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Education Intern 

Pursuant to California Department of Education, students may earn credit for enrolling in an              

“Education Intern” course.  This course will provide student with experience working in an office              

environment, assisting the public both in person and on the telephone and developing             

time-management and organizational skills. 

 

Grade Length Credits UC/CSU a-g Preparation Addl. Criteria Grade Point 

11-12 1–2 

Semesters 

5-10 No 2.0 GPA Teacher Approval 4.0 Scale 

 

Work Experience  

Students will learn desirable work habits and develop a positive attitude toward the duties and               

responsibilities imposed by the working world. Class materials and projects will help students begin              

career exploration. 

 

Grade Length Credits UC/CSU a-g Preparation Addl. Criteria Grade Point 

11-12 1–4 

Semesters 

5-20 No 2.0 GPA 16 years old, 

employment &  

valid work permit 

4.0 Scale 

 

Individualized Study 

Student pursues an individual project under the supervision of a teacher. The project must have               

enough content and demand commensurate with the schedule of a regular semester class, a              

minimum of 20 hours per week. Plan must be pre-approved by teacher, counselor and              

administrator. 

 

Grade Length Credits UC/CSU a-g Preparatio

n 

Addl. Criteria Grade Point 

10-12 1-2 Semesters 1.5-10 No None Teacher Approval 4.0 Scale 

 

Service Learning 

Service learning is an opportunity for students to earn elective high school credit by providing               

community service with service learning standards. Service learning is a hands-on approach which             

fosters civic responsibility teaching students about the role they can play in their community. One               

semester or two semesters maximum, including summer work, if approved.  

 

Grade Length Credits UC/CSU a-g Preparatio

n 

Addl. Criteria Grade Point 

11-12 Not bound 

by 

semesters 

3 min. - 10 

max. 

No None Contract completed and 

submitted to College & 

Career Coordinator 

credit 

 

 

XII.  AGRITECHNOLOGY & ENGINEERING, DESIGN & 

TECHNOLOGY ACADEMIES 
 

The engineering and agriculture academies are currently offered for 10th and 11th grade             

students interested in working with a team of teachers to focus their curriculum around the               

field of engineering or agriculture.  
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Introduction to Engineering Design (P) 

In this 10th grade introductory course, students will learn to work effectively in groups and apply                

appropriate technology to design and build solutions to modern day problems. Students will be              

introduced to the principles of successful design, two and three-dimensional modeling, and the basic              

measurement tools necessary for precision. Exciting hands-on learning activities will include           

destructive testing, CAD (Computer-Aided Design) tools, and consumer product evaluation, and           

activities will connect to what students will be learning in their math, science, history, and English                

courses. 

 

Grade Length Credits UC/CSU a-g Preparation Addl. Criteria Grade Point 

10 1 Year 10 “g” None None 4.0 Scale 

 

Principles of Engineering (P) 

Principles of Engineering is a team-based, second-year course for 11th graders who have taken              

Introduction to Engineering in the 10th grade. Students who complete this course will further engage               

in real-world case studies and learning activities that advance their skills in the design process and in                 

using computer-aided technology. This course will require students to apply more advanced            

calculations and technological skills to effectively evaluate their design concepts, and will also focus              

on connecting science, technology, engineering, and math to the skills necessary for current industry              

standards.  

 

Grade Length Credits UC/CSU a-g Preparation Addl. 

Criteria 

Grade Point 

11 1 Year 10 “g” Intro. to Engineering None 4.0 Scale 

 

Civil Engineering & Architecture (not offered 2018 - 2019) 

The major focus of the Civil Engineering and Architecture (CEA) course is a long-term project that                

involves the development of a local property site.  As students learn about various aspects of civil                

engineering and architecture, they apply what they learn to the design and development of this               

property. This course is intended to server as a specialization course within the Engineering              

Academy sequence.  

  

Grade Length Credits UC/CSU a-g Preparation Addl. 

Criteria 

Grade Point 

12 1 Year 10 “g” Intro. to Engineering None 4.0 Scale 

 

Engineering Design & Development (P) 

The knowledge and skills students acquire throughout PLTW Engineering come together in EDD as              

they identify an issue and then research, design, and test a solution, ultimately presenting their               

solution to a panel of engineers. Students apply the professional skills they have developed to               

document a design process to standards, completing EDD ready to take on any post-secondary              

program or career.  

 

Grade Length Credits UC/CSU 

a-g 

Preparation Addl. Criteria Grade Point 

12 1 Year 10 “g” Intro. to 

Engineering 

None 4.0 Scale 

 

AP Computer Science A (AP) (not offered in 2018 - 2019) 

This introductory course in computer science offers instruction and practice in designing and             

implementing computer programs that solve specific problems. The focus of the course is to provide               

a foundation for the study of computer science, including development and analysis of algorithms,              

use of fundamental data structures, the study of standard algorithms and typical applications, and              

the use of logic and formal methods. The course is designed to be equivalent to an introductory                 
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college or university computer science course, and it can serve as a first course for students                

pursuing a major in computer science or for students in other disciplines that require significant               

involvement with technology, such as engineering disciplines. 

 

Grade Length Credits UC/CSU a-g Preparation Addl. Criteria Grade 

Point 

10-12 1 Year 10 “g”  Algebra II  w/C or better &  

completion of summer assignment 

AP Test 

Recommended 

5.0 Scale 

 

Sustainable Agriculture (pending a-g approval) 

Course is designed for 9th grade students interested in learning about the environment and              

agriculture. This is a one year course which fulfills the “d” laboratory science graduation              

requirement. 

 

Grade Length Credits UC/CSU a-g Preparation Addl. Criteria Grade Point 

9 1 Year 10 “d” pending None None 4.0 Scale 

 

Agriculture & Soil Chemistry (P) 

This course explores the physical and chemical nature of soil as well as the relationships between                

soil, plants, animals and agricultural practices. Students will examine properties of soil and land and               

their connections to plant and animal production. Throughout the course, students will be graded on               

participation in intra-curricular FFA activities as well as the development and maintenance of an              

ongoing Supervised Agricultural Experience (SAE) program. 

 

Grade Length Credits UC/CSU 

a-g 

Preparation Addl. Criteria Grade Point 

10-12 1 Year 10 “d”   C or better in Ag. 

Biology  

Concurrent enrollment 

in Algebra II or higher 

recommended 

4.0 Scale 

 

Viticulture & Environmental Science (P) 

This course introduces students to sustainable vineyard management practices and science and            

technologies in wine grape growing. This course may be taken before or in conjunction with               

Agriculture and Soil Chemistry. 

 

Grade Length Credits UC/CSU a-g Preparation Addl. Criteria Grade Point 

10-12 1 Year 10 “g” None None 4.0 Scale 

 

Advanced Agriscience (pending a-g approval) 

This is a capstone course for students who have passed Viticulture and/or Agriculture & Soil               

Chemistry and are interested in agricultural issues. Students will research and develop experiments             

to solve environmental issues facing the world today.  

 

Grade Length Credits UC/CSU a-g Preparation Addl. Criteria Grade Point 

11-12 1 Year 10 “g” None None 4.0 Scale 

 

Power Mechanics 

Engine and Power Mechanics courses provide hands-on instruction in the theory, operation, and             

repair of engines and power units including the compression, fuel, electrical, cooling and lubrication              

systems.  

 

Grade Length Credits UC/CSU a-g Preparation Addl. Criteria Grade Point 

9-12 1 Year 10 No None None 4.0 Scale 
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Welding Technology 

This course is designed for students interested in welding fabrication. This course may be taken for                

two years of credit. The first year teaches students welding safety, oxyfuel cutting, plasma arc               

cutting, weld quality, beads and fillet welds, joint fit-up and more. The second year teaches students                

how to read welding detail drawings, physical and mechanical properties of metals and more.  

 

Grade Length Credits UC/CSU a-g Preparation Addl. Criteria Grade Point 

9-12 1 Year 10 No None None 4.0 Scale 

 

*The AgriTechnology Academy has two pathway options for students to choose after the completion              

of Sustainable Agriculture. The first course sequence is Soil Chemistry and/or Viticulture &             

Environmental Science and Advanced Agriscience. The second course sequence is Power Mechanics            

and Welding Technology 

 

 

XIII.  SPECIAL SERVICES 

 

The Special Services Department offers small group instructional settings in the following curriculum             

areas for students who have been assessed and determined eligible to receive these services. These               

courses follow course outlines for the core curricular areas with modifications made to meet              

individual student needs through the I.E.P. process. 

 

RSP Algebra 1A & 1B 

Designed for students with an IEP, RSP Algebra exposes students to California Core Standards in               

Algebra. Key content areas involve understanding, solving and graphing linear and quadratic            

equations. These equations may be solved by factoring, completing square, graphing and applying             

quadratic formula. It is a two year program consisting of RSP Algebra A & B. 

 

Grade Length Credits UC/CSU a-g Preparation Addl. Criteria Grade Point 

9-12 2 years 20 No Special Services  

Program Placement 

None 4.0 Scale 

 

RSP English 9-10  

Designed for students with an IEP, this class reinforces English skills in reading, writing, speaking,               

listening, studying and critical thinking skills.  

 

Grade Length Credits UC/CSU a-g Preparation Addl. Criteria Grade Point 

9-10 1 year 10 No Special Services  

Program Placement 

None 4.0 Scale 

 

RSP English 11-12 

Designed for students with an IEP, this class reinforces English skills in reading, writing, speaking,               

listening, studying and critical thinking skills. Seniors will be provided additional support for Senior              

Project Research papers. 

 

Grade Length Credits UC/CSU a-g Preparation Addl. Criteria Grade Point 

11-12 1 year 10 No Special Services  

Program Placement 

None 4.0 Scale 
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RSP Civics/Economics 

Designed for students with an IEP, the senior social studies class is divided into two semesters. This                 

Civics/Economics general outline is designed to follow the district and state core curriculum skills,              

district standards and Sonoma Valley High School learning outcomes with modifications and            

adaptations as specified in Individualized Education Plans. The concepts and themes will be taught              

through a variety of methods to best accommodate the unique intelligences and learning styles of               

each student. Lessons will incorporate cooperative learning activities, manipulative, oral          

communication and Newspaper In Education activities. Current events will be woven into each unit              

of study so that students can more easily relate the past with the present. 
 

Grade Length Credits UC/CSU a-g Preparation Addl. Criteria Grade Point 

12 1 year 10 No Special Services  

Program Placement 

None 4.0 Scale 

 

RSP US History 

Designed for students with an IEP, this class teaches U.S. History concepts and themes. This is                

taught through a variety of methods that best accommodate the unique learning style of individual               

students. Lessons will incorporate cooperative learning opportunities, manipulative, oral         

communication and Newspaper in Education activities. Current events will be woven into each unit of               

study so that students can more easily relate the past with the present. Geography will be connected                 

to each unit. The course begins with the earliest people of the Americas and ends with issues of the                   

present time. 

 

Grade Length Credits UC/CSU a-g Preparation Addl. Criteria Grade Point 

11 1 year 10 No Special Services  

Program Placement 

None 4.0 Scale 

 

RSP World History 

Designed for students with an IEP, this class is a survey course designed to study selected world                 

civilizations, and their history, geography, and culture. A survey of major religions is included. 

 

Grade Length Credits UC/CSU a-g Preparation Addl. Criteria Grade Point 

10 1 year 10 No Special Services  

Program Placement 

None 4.0 Scale 

 

RSP Science Technology 1 

Science technology 1 focuses on physical science with explicit instruction done by short board              

lectures, worksheets, projects, labs and occasionally films. The course is separated into topics of              

basic scientific concepts, basic chemistry, concepts of physics, the study of the solar system/Earth              

and environmental science. 

 

Grade Length Credits UC/CSU a-g Preparation Addl. Criteria Grade Point 

9 1 year 10 No Special Services  

Program Placement 

None 4.0 Scale 

 

RSP Science Technology 2 

Science technology 2 focuses on biology with explicit instruction done by short board lectures,              

worksheets, projects, labs and occasionally films. The course is separated into topics of basic              

scientific concepts/skills, cell concepts, phyla of simple and complex animals, body systems            

(maintaining and controlling life), reproduction (including genetics), evolution, and concepts of           

environmental science. 

 

Grade Length Credits UC/CSU a-g Preparation Addl. Criteria Grade Point 

10 1 year 10 No Special Services  

Program Placement 

None 4.0 Scale 
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RSP Study Skills 

This course is designed to support the Resource students with their general education classes. Skills               

that are developed are use of planner, organizing binders, getting assignments finished in a timely               

manner, note taking, and test taking skills. Teacher and aides help 1:1 and in small groups to                 

reteach and explain homework and classwork assignments. Communication with the general           

education teacher is ongoing. 

 

Grade Length Credits UC/CSU a-g Preparation Addl. Criteria Grade Point 

9-12 1 year 10 No Special Services  

Program Placement 

None 4.0 Scale 

 

SDC English 9-10 

Designed for students with an IEP, this class reinforces English skills in reading, writing, speaking,               

listening, studying and critical thinking skills.  

 

Grade Length Credits UC/CSU a-g Preparation Addl. Criteria Grade Point 

9-10 1 year 10 No Special Services  

Program Placement 

None 4.0 Scale 

 

SDC English 11-12 

Designed for students with an IEP, this class meets the Certificate of Completion requirements. This               

class is a modified version of RSP English grades 11&12. 

 

Grade Length Credits UC/CSU a-g Preparation Addl. Criteria Grade Point 

11-12 1 year 10 No Special Services  

Program Placement 

None 4.0 Scale 

 

SDC Mathematics 

This two year program is for students with an IEP and meets the requirements for the Certificate of                  

Completion Program. This two year program focuses on basic mathematics and pre-Algebra skills. 
 

Grade Length Credits UC/CSU a-g Preparation Addl. Criteria Grade Point 

9-12 2 years 10 No Special Services  

Program Placement 

None 4.0 Scale 

 

SDC World History 

This class is offered every other year for grades 9 & 10. This class is a modified version of RSP World 

History for students with an IEP and meets the requirements for a Certificate of Completion. 

 

Grade Length Credits UC/CSU a-g Preparation Addl. Criteria Grade Point 

9-10 1 year 10 No Special Services  

Program Placement 

None 4.0 Scale 

 

SDC US History 

Designed for Special Day Class (SDC) students with an IEP, this class teaches U.S. History concepts                

and themes for up to 12 students per class. The curriculum is modified to meet individual academic                 

needs and is delivered at a slower pace than the RSP classes. This is taught through a variety of                   

methods that best accommodate the unique learning style of individual students. Lessons will             

incorporate cooperative learning opportunities, manipulative, oral communication and Newspaper in          

Education activities. Current events will be woven into each unit of study so that students can more                 

easily relate the past with the present. Geography will be connected to each unit. The course begins                 

with the earliest people of the Americas and ends with issues of the present time. 

 

33 
 



 

Grade Length Credits UC/CSU a-g Preparation Addl. Criteria Grade Point 

11 1 year 10 No Special Services  

Program Placement 

None            

    

4.0 Scale 

  

Workability 

This class is designed to assist special needs students in getting and retaining jobs. Students will                

learn all about how to match their skills, interests, and abilities to the right job and the importance                  

of good work habits, attitudes, and work behavior on the job. Students are also provided with                

remediation in basic job-related academic skills necessary for job success. Students passing this             

classroom component will be provided assistance in gaining jobs in the community and in developing               

goals for employment or further education and/or training following graduation. 

 

Grade Length Credits UC/CSU a-g Preparation Addl. Criteria Grade Point 

9-12 1–8 Semesters 5-40 No Special Services  

Program Placement 

None 4.0 Scale 
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Sonoma Valley Unified School District Non-Discrimination Policy: 

 

The Governing Board is committed to providing equal opportunity for all individuals in district 

programs and activities. District programs, activities, and practices shall be free from unlawful 

discrimination, including discrimination against an individual or group based on race, color, ancestry, 

nationality, national origin, immigration status, ethnic group identification, ethnicity, age, religion, 

marital status, pregnancy, parental status, physical or mental disability, sex, sexual orientation, 

gender, gender identity, gender expression, or genetic information; a perception of one or more of 

such characteristics; or association with a person or group with one or more of these actual or 

perceived characteristics. 

 

Sonoma Valley High School Counseling Department Non-Discrimination Policy: 

 

The Sonoma Valley High School Counseling Department is committed to providing equal opportunity 

for all individuals in counseling programs and activities. Counseling services shall be free from 

unlawful discrimination, including discrimination against an individual or group based on race, color, 

ancestry, nationality, national origin, immigration status, ethnic group identification, ethnicity, age, 

religion, marital status, pregnancy, parental status, physical or mental disability, sex, sexual 

orientation, gender, gender identity, gender expression, or genetic information; a perception of one 

or more of such characteristics; or association with a person or group with one or more of these 

actual or perceived characteristics. 
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